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Connection Points 

“So what’s new?” Often we’ll start a conversation with  
someone that way, especially if we haven’t seen that person  
for a long time.  And what kind of answer are we hoping for?  
Something more than the all-too-typical, “You know, same old, 
same old.”  Usually that answer comes with a breathy sigh, 
and some level of disappointment because we long for the 
new—new adventures, new events, new growth, new  
relationships, new ideas, new products, new anything.   
New is the essence of life.  It’s why we wake up in the  
morning—to see what will be new.  Sadly though, we often 
lose our awe for the new and settle for what is safe, predicta-
ble, routine and quite frankly, boring.   
 
That’s not what God wants for us, after all, God is a God of the 
new.  Every twenty-four hours He gives us a new day, and for 
each of those days He gives us new mercies.  He gives us 
new songs and new hearts and makes us a new creation.  He 
tells us that He is going to do new things, He gives us new life, 
and He promises us that we’ll experience a new heaven and a 
new earth someday.  Yes, new is a big deal to God.  It’s actu-
ally part of His nature since He’s eternal.  That means that He 
is eternally new.  Things only get old with time, and God lives 
outside of time. 

God made us to experience new things.  Even when he put 
man in the garden he gave him the mandate to subdue the 
earth.  Explore new places, make new discoveries, try new 
things, create new ideas—the possibilities are endless. 
 
As a church we want to embrace the new as well (while still 
honoring the past).  We want to experience new blessings,  
test drive new ideas, reach new people, and live out our faith 
in new ways. 
 
So what’s new at WCC?  We’ve added Pastor Mark—he’s 
new.  And we’re changing around our staff roles some—that’s 
new.  And we’re using new technology (or technology new to 
us) like texting services and phone apps and planning soft-
ware.  We’ve started a new small group.  We’ve added new 
touches to the lobby.  And there’s “new” more to come. 
 
But here’s a better question.  “What’s new with you?”  What’s 
new in your life?  In your faith?  In your relationship with God?  
How have you experienced Him in new ways?  What new 
things have you seen Him do  in your life?   Let’s have some 
good answers in case anyone asks—because new is what it’s  
supposed to be about! 
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The minors are known for several things—long bus rides, marginal baseball, crazy attendance promotions, 
unique team names, but most of all, broken dreams.  Only 10% of guys drafted into the minor leagues ever 
make it to the majors.  But let’s not focus on that just yet.  Instead, how about these crazy team names?  Like the El 
Paso Chihuahuas, The Binghampton Rumble Ponies, the Akron Rubber Ducks or the Savannah Bananas.  Or how 
about these crazy promotions?  Awful Night—where the food and the music, well, everything was bad, and where the 
failure average of the players (vs. batting average) was displayed on the scoreboard.  Or how about Silent 
Night—when no one was allowed to talk (fans wore duct tape over their mouths, and librarians were recruited 
to be ushers).   
 
In the Bible we have our own version of the Minors—the prophets whose names we find at the back end of the 
Old Testament.  They are the guys we’re going to be talking about starting this June as we do a series on the 
books they wrote.  Strange names for some of them, but the biggest thing was how they shared the broken dreams 
that God had for his people.  He wanted more for them than they seemed to want for themselves.  So we’re going to 
be talking about these dreams and these prophets this summer.  And just to make it a little more fun, we’re going to 
use a baseball theme as the backdrop of the series.   
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Summer ‘17 

Youversion 

We want to encourage you to download this 
free app for your phone/device if you do not 
already have it.  It offers a ton of resources to 
help you grow in your faith—and we have 
added WCC to the events page to allow you 
to follow the Sunday messages, and to have 

easy access to the weekly growth guide. 

Thank you 1  

Thank you to all of those who have put in 
many hours this spring to upgrade our  
baseball fields.  We want to use them as a 
tool to reach our community; thanks for giving 

your time and energy in that effort. 

Thank you 2 

Thank you to all of those who packed a care 
package for students at OU.  We’re excited  
to support Lara Kaiser and Intervarsity, and to 
be a small part of that the gospel is having on 

campus! 

New faces / new places 

You will notice a couple of new faces on  
Sunday mornings.  Chris Ruhlen will be  
stepping in and leading worship (except  
for the weeks that Bruce Villoskey will be  
leading).  Chris served for many years as the 
worship leader at a church in the Grand Blanc 
area, and we are excited to have his help.  
Chris currently works for the Genesee School 
system, but is also pursuing his MDiv at 
Moody Bible Institute.  Chris is also getting 
married this summer, so Bruce will be filling in 
at that time.  Bruce is a member of the wor-
ship team at Woodside White Lake, and  has 

graciously agreed to help us as well.   

As for new places—Lindsay Svacha is  
transitioning into the role of Children’s  
Director, and (gradually) stepping away  
from her church office duties.  She’s been 
doing a great job with Faith Mountain for  
the past year, and we’re excited to have her 

role expand! 

Kickstart Kids’ Music 

Kids love music—and so we want to give 
them a new chance to enjoy it.  Throughout 
the summer, we’re going to be having a kids’ 
“choir” at 9:45 a.m. on the first and third  
Sundays of each month, starting in May.   
It’s going to be singing, but a whole lot more.  

Want more details?  Contact Lindsay Svacha. 

Thriving in Babylon 

Starting May 7, Pastor Mark will be leading a 
six-week video and discussion study on the 
character of  Daniel during the 9:45 hour.   
If you want to try a Life Class, this is a good 
place to start.  And if your kids are doing  

Kickstart, this is happening at the same time! 

News you can use 

May 

National Day  

of Prayer 

  4 

Annual Meeting   7 

Awana Awards Night 10 

Pray it forward 13 

Mother’s Day 14 

Communion 21 

Family Sunday 28 

Momentum We are committed to making a difference in our community—and one of the ways that we do that is 

by helping families at Grayson School navigate the summer break.  As we have done past summers, every  

Monday night we’ll be offering tutoring and food assistance to kids and families.  There are many ways you can 

help, from academic reinforcement to bringing in food.  We’re expecting another great summer.  Starts June 19.  

Plan to be a part. 

 

Church in the Park  We tried this last year, and it was great—so we’re going to do it again!  On Sunday, July 16, 

we’re going to head down Andersonville Road to Baycourt Park, and we’re going to do church there for the day.   

We’ll start with the service in the pavilion and then follow that with a cookout, and chance for everyone to hang 

with friends and enjoy the day.  This is a great event for bringing others with you. 

 

Teen Opportunities  We always have good stuff going on for our teens, but we wanted to mention a couple of 

them that are happening this summer.  Late in June, our high school with be travelling south to visit both the Crea-

tion Museum and the new Ark Experience.  On July 6 and 7 our middle school kids will be having an overnight 

retreat at Fox Lake Farms in Clarkston. 

 

Vacation Bible School One of the favorites of our kids each summer is VBS.  This year’s theme is Maker Fun 

Factory - and we’ll be exploring some crazy inventions as we go on a crazy adventure in learning more about our 

Creator’s love and plan for us.  We’ll be doing it the evenings of July 30—August 3.  Plan now to be a part.  We’ll 

needs lots of help because we want to reach lots of kids.   

 

Baseball Night and WCC  So if you have never been to a minor league baseball game, we’re going to give you a 

chance to check one out.  On Friday, August 11, we’ll head over to catch a game at Jimmy John’s Field in Utica.  

This will be a fun way to wrap up our Life in the Minors message series. 

 


